to wield them even if she had. It is a thousand pities
that neither the Hindus nor Muslims learnt the lesson
whilst the English power was in operation in our country.
The Union Muslims are now free from the oppressive-
ness they were under, whilst they were falsely proud
of the Muslim majority in the West and the East. If
they would realize the virtue of being in a minority,
they would know that they could now express in their
own lives the best that is in Islam. Will they remember
that Islam gave its best during the Prophet's ministry
in Mecca? Christianity waned when Constantine came
to it. But I must not here carry this argument further.
My advice is based upon implicit belief in it. Therefore,
if my Muslim friends do not share the belief, they will
perhaps do well to reject the advice.
BE OF THE CONGRESS
In my opinion, while they should hold themselves
in readiness to join the Congress, they should refrain
from applying for admission until they are welcomed
with open arms and on terms of absolute equality. In
theory at least the Congress has no major and minor
communities. It has no religion but the religion of
humanity. For the Congress every man or woman is
equal to any other. It is a purely secular, political,
national organization in which Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians, Parsis, Jews are equal. Because the Congress
has not always been able to live up to its professions,
it has appeared to many Muslims as a predominantly
caste Hindu organization. Any way, Muslims should
have dignified aloofness so long as the tension lasts.
They would be in the Congress when their services are
wanted by it. In the meantime they should be of the
Congress even as I am. That I have an influence without
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